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Ms Amanda Solloway MP

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Science, Research and Innovation
Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy

1 Victoria Street

London

SW1H OET

1 September 2020

Urgent action required to prevent a lost generation of dementia researchers

We are writing to you to highlight the challenge the dementia research community, and our early-career
researchers, face following the devastating financial impact COVID-19 has had on medical research charities.
Alzheimer’'s Research UK and Alzheimer’s Society are the largest charitable funders of dementia research
and together with the dementia research community we ask you to help us prevent the loss of a generation
of dementia researchers.

You will be aware that dementia is one of the greatest healthcare challenges we face in the UK, with over
850,000 people living with the condition and a cost to the economy of £26bn per year. Without life-changing
treatments, the number of people living with the condition is set to grow to one million people in the next five
years. Furthermore, the tragic, disproportionate impact of the pandemic on people living with dementia, who
have accounted for at least a quarter of deaths with COVID-19, has reinforced that there has never been a
more critical time to invest in dementia research.

Research from the NIHR has shown that COVID-19 has caused 70% of clinical trials and studies to be
stopped, paused or delayed and medical research charities are expecting a 41% decrease in their research
spend for 2020/21. This decrease will result in an estimated £310 million shortfall in UK medical research,
from which it will take at least 4.5 years for charities to recover.

Flagship initiatives such as the Alzheimer’s Society Centres of Excellence in care research, which support
many early career researchers, have been integral to our understanding of what good, evidence-based
dementia care looks like and has driven forward implementation of this care. Both Alzheimer’s Research UK
and the Alzheimer’s Society have consistently supported early career researchers through fellowships and
grants. But there is still much to learn, and opportunities to improve care through research are at risk. 90%
of Alzheimer’s Society funded researchers have told us they are concerned about the future of dementia
research, a field which simply cannot afford a ‘lost generation’.

The actions of the Conservative government in recent years have ensured great progress in the dementia
research field. Thanks to political leadership and significant investment channelled through the Challenge on
Dementia, the UK has seen the development of new networks that bring together world-leading expertise in
the field, such as the world-leading UK Dementia Research Institute and Alzheimer’s Research UK’s Drug
Discovery Institutes.

Alzheimer’'s Research UK and Alzheimer’s Society expect to receive almost 400 research proposals each
year, many of which are from early-career researchers, but without government support, the financial
pressures caused by COVID-19 will mean these charities are unable to support any new funding opportunities
for early-career research in 2020/21. We are increasingly concerned about the impact this will have on our
highly skilled early-career dementia researchers, who, without financial support, will be left with no option but
to leave the dementia research field for more consistently funded research opportunities, or to leave
academic research altogether.

We are asking the government to continue its support for this growing field by delivering on its Manifesto
commitment to double the dementia research budget, which will unlock new funding to enable early-career
researchers to remain in a field where so much progress is urgently needed. For the government to achieve
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its Dementia Moonshot ambition, it is essential that we retain the skills and talent of these early-career

researchers.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss opportunities to ensure that the dementia
research community is protected during this difficult time.

We look forward to hearing from you regarding this matter at your earliest convenience.

Yours Sincerely,
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Hilary Evans

Chief Executive
Alzheimer’'s Research UK

Prof Jon Schott, UCL
Prof Jill Manthorpe, KCL

Prof Tara Spires-Jones, University of
Edinburgh

Dr Kirsten Moore, UCL

Prof Frank Gunn-Moore, University of
St Andrews
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Nottingham

Prof Adrian Isaacs, UCL
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Prof John Hardy, UCL
Prof Dag Aarsland, KCL

Prof Craig Ritchie, University of
Edinburgh

Dr JohnDavis, ODDI
Giovanni Lalli, UKDRI
Dr Claudia Cooper, UCL

Prof Katie Lunnon, University of
Exeter

Dr Cheryl Hawkes, Lancaster
University

Dr Jon Brown, University of Exeter
Medical School

Dr John Skidmore, University of
Cambridge

Prof Claire Goodman, University of
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Prof Heather Wilkinson, University of
Edinburgh

Prof Ruth Boaden, NIHR/ University of
Manchester

Prof Linda Clare, University of Exeter

Dr Terence Quinn, University of
Glasgow
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Prof Dame  Louise
Newcastle University
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Dr Emma J Kidd, University of Cardiff Dr Daniel Erskine, University of
Newcastle

Prof. Selina Wray, UCL

Prof Jody Mason, University of Bath
Prof Alastair Webb, University of Oxford
Dr Sana Suri, University of Oxford

Dr Sarah
Manchester

Ryan, University  of

Dr Joseph Sawyer, UCL

Jessica Rees, UCL

Prof Jenny Mindell, UCL

Prof Patricia Salinas, UCL

Juan Carlos Bazo Alvarez, UCL

Professor Tracey Williamson, University
of Worcester

Dr Paresh Malhotra, Imperial College
London

Katie Wells, Imperial College London

Dr David Owen, Imperial College
London

Dr Denise Tanner, University of
Birmingham

Dr Laura Winchester, University of

Oxford

Dr Kathryn
Edinburgh

Prof Monica Busse-Morris, University of
Cardiff

Evans, University of

Prof Klaus Ebmeier, University of Oxford

Prof Stephen Wharton, University of
Sheffield

Dr Patricia Pascual Vargas, UCL
Dr Danielle Newby, University of Oxford

Prof Kurt De Vos, Sheffield Institute of
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Prof Eric Brunner, UCL
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Prof Louise Serpell, University of
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Dr Valerie Page, University of
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Prof Andrew Doig, University of
Manchester
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Dr Alison Yarnell, Newcastle University
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Dr Julie Pollock, University of Nottingham
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University  of
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Charlotte
Cambridge

Newton, University  of

Anna Fitzgerald, Imperial College London

Dr Marco Brancaccio, Imperial College
London

Dr Sarah Marzi, Imperial College London
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Imperial College

Natalie Jenkins, University of Edinburgh

Robert Muirhead,
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Imperial  College

Dr Nurun Nahar Fancy, Imperial College
London

Prof Emanuele Trucco, University of
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Dr Fiona McLean, University of Dundee
Dr Antoinette O'Connor, UCL

Dr David Boniface, UCL

Prof Sebastian Crutch, UCL

Carolin Heller, UCL

Dr Gillian Hunter, Glasgow Caledonian
University

Dr Alison McNeilly, University of Dundee
Dr

Catherine Murphy, University of

Dundee

Dr Hamied Haroon, University of
Manchester

Dr Alexandra Mitchell, University of

Edinburgh

Dr James Noble, KCL
Dr Lilach Soreq, UCL
Dr Petra Proitsi, KCL
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Prof Clive
Southampton

Holmes, University of

Louisa Johnson, KCL

Caterina Felici, University of Oxford

Prof Louise Phillips, University of
Aberdeen
Dr Clare O'Donoghue, University of

Oxford

Dr Richard Dodds, Newcastle University
Prof John Potter, University of East Anglia
Dr Claire Steves, KCL

Dr Emma Harding, UCL

Dr Anthony Vernon, KCL

Sashika Selvackadunco, KCL

Dr Mario Parra, University of Strathclyde
Dr Sally Cowley, University of Oxford

Rachael Chandler, University of Reading

Prof Peter Connelly, Murray Royal
Hospital
Azita  Kouchmeshky, University of
Aberdeen

Barbara Sarkany, University of Oxford

Dr Po-Wah So, KCL

Dr Sarah Mizielinska, KCL

Dr David McMahon, University of Glasgow
Prof Annalise Pastore, KCL

Dr James Tomkins, University of Reading
Dr Tom Dufor, UCL

Prof Karl Herholz, University of
Manchester
Prof Fiona  Matthews, Newcastle
University
Dr Shuzo Sakata, University of
Strathclyde

Emel Yorgani, KCL

Dr Norman Alm, University of Dundee
Dr Jie Yeap, University of Edinburgh
Dr Samrah Ahmed, University of Bristol
Prof David Allsop, Lancaster University
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ce: 43-44 Crutched



e

Alzheimer’s | ¥ (Aizheimers
Research e 2P0 )
UK (L Somena

Justin Chan, UCL
Ali-Rose Sisk, UCL
Dr Ernest Palomar Vila, UCL

Katie Gambier-Ross,
Edinburgh

Dr William Whiteley, University of
Edinburgh

Dr Elizabeth McKeirnan, University of
Cambridge

Dr Charlie Arber, UCL

Dr Kirsty Lu, UCL

Dr Emil Gustavsson, UCL
Mica Clarke, UCL

Dr Chris Hardy, UCL

Dr Conceicédo Bettencourt, UCL
Dr Yau Mun Lim, UCL

Dr Rachel Flomen, UCL
Dr Katie Wilson, UCL

Dr Carolin Koriath, UCL
Dr Nathan Woodling, UCL

Jasmine Blane, University of Oxford

University of

Maggie Fraser, UCL

Lloyd Prosser, UCL

Dr Clarissa Giebel, Liverpool University
Dr Dervis Salih, UCL

Prof Assumpta Ryan, Ulster University

Prof  Maurice
University

Imogen Swift, UCL

Dr Jean Stafford, UCL
Dr Amy Lloyd, University of Dundee
Bushell,

Mulvenna, Ulster

Dr Trevor
Strathclyde

Mattia Baraldo, KCL

Dr Alexi Nott, Imperial College London

University of

Dr Lindsey Sinclair University of Bristol
Dr Ross Paterson, UCL

Prof Robert Mclintosh, University of
Edinburgh

Prof Cameron Swift, KCL

Dr Michael
Glasgow

Dr Darija Soltic, UCL

Craig, University of
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Prof Stuart Allan, University of Manchester
Dr Rosie Walker, University of Edinburgh
Prof Noel Buckley, University of Oxford

Dr Nora Bengoa-Verginory, University of
Oxford

Dr Sarah Bauermeister,
Oxford

Prof Louise Allan, University of Exeter

University of
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Prof Diane Hanger, KCL

Dr Marcus Keatinge, University of
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Medical School

Dr Ashwin Venkataraman, Imperial

College London
Dr Maria Weinert, Imperial College London
Dr Angela Hodges, KCL

Joshua Gallagher,
Cambridge

University of

Prof Stuart Pickering-Brown, University of
Manchester

Prof Margaret Esiri, University of Oxford

Associate  Prof
University of Oxford
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Dr Andrew Robinson,
Manchester

Ricky Patel, KCL
Ivo Carre, KCL

Dr Michele Veldsman, University of Oxford

University of

Dr Dejan Draschkow, University of Oxford
Dr Alinda Fernandes, KCL

Annora Thoeng, KCL

Dr Albert Busza, Imperial College London
Dr Jamie Rose, University of Edinburgh
Dr Ros Langston, University of Dundee
Megan Jones. UCL

Dr Tom MacGillivray,
Edinburgh

Dr Joshua Stott, UCL
Dr Amber John, UCL

University of

Dr Gerard Riley, University of Birmingham
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Prof Edward Wild, UCL
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University
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Dr Edina Silajdzic, KCL

Dr Keir Yong, UCL

Dr Dorina Cadar, UCL

Dr Yolanda Barrado-Martin UCL

Dr Kirsty McAleese, Newcastle University

Dr Christopher Henstridge, University of
Dundee

Dr Lorraine Work, University of Glasgow
Maria Cacho, University of Aberdeen
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Aberdeen

University of

Dr Robert Williams, University of Bath
Natasha Allan, UKDRI
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Adele Van Wyk, University of Edinburgh
Beatrice Costa, UCL

Associate Prof Georgina Charlesworth,
UCL
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